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(57) Abstract: A fixed wireless access communications system comprises an access point and a plurality of subscriber units. Each 
subscriber unit (502) contends for access to a communications channel to the access point by transmitting a contention word to the 
access point during a contention time slot. The contention word is predistorted to compensate for the channel impulse response 
of the transmission channel so that the access point can decode the contention words without using equalisation. A .control unit 
(512), which may comprise a microprocessor, loads the predistorted contention word (a) into a memory (520) and causes the stored 
predistorted contention word (a) to be applied to a transmitter (508) during a contention time slot when the subscriber unit (502) 
wishes to request a transmission channel to transmit data to the access point. 



WO 2004/054192 Al I'llll ill II 1 1 11 II III I: lll'll llllllllllllf IM III 



before the expiration of the time limit for amending the For two-letter codes and otlier abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin- 
amendrnents ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



